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Dates to remember:
December 9th: Book orders due
December 13th: Holiday Musical 7:00, be to school at 6:30!
December 20th-January 2nd: Christmas Vacation


Math
This month we will be finishing our chapter on addition.  The 1st grade students have learned how to add using a number line, how to add with doubles and doubles plus 1.  The 2nd graders have been learning how to add 2-digit numbers with regrouping. Next we will begin another chapter on subtraction.

Language Arts
The students have been busy doing a lot of writing!  I have seen so much improvement in their handwriting and how they form their sentences.  We will be continuing to learn about parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives) and homophones   (ex. hear, here; acts, ax, etc.) Reading groups and literacy centers are still going strong!  As the students read with me, we are focusing on the setting, characters, problem, and solution in the story.  When reading at home, please help your child find these elements in their books. 

Social Studies
This month we have started  studying maps and directions (North, South, East, and West).
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The students will get a chance to create their own maps.  Their map homework from Friday is due on December 13th. Please let me know if you have questions.

Science
This month’s science theme is winter ecology.  We have already learned how some animals prepare for the winter and soon we will be studying animal tracks.  Miss Holly has many great lessons planned for us for our outdoor adventures!
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Character Education
December’s theme will be compassion.  We have been learning about cooperation during the month of November.  Our “Hero of Cooperation” this month is Olivia DeMeester.  Olivia has shown cooperation by being attentive during class, helping others, including other students in activities, and being polite to everyone.  Way to go Olivia!
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As the cold weather begins, please make sure that students are dressed accordingly and have heavy coats, gloves, hats, scarves and boots if necessary.  Wednesday is our environmental science day; we are usually outside for 45 minutes at a time, dress warm!

Homework
Spelling - As always, spelling homework is due every Friday.  Please go to sarahstehouwer.yolasite.com to see a current list of spelling words, I update it each week.

Math – 1st graders will begin math homework this week.  It will go home every Friday and will be due the following Friday, every week!  2nd graders will continue to do this each week as well.



Winter Musical
Our winter musical will be on Monday, December 13th at 7:00. Please have your child to school by 6:30, we will be meeting in Room 104 in the high school building (Mrs. Fitzgerald’s room). Students will be able to dress up if they like, no uniforms needed! We will be singing a song from Mexico, so we would greatly appreciate any props that you might have (flag, sombrero, etc.).  Please bring these items to school with your child on Friday, December 10th, that is the day of our dress rehearsal.  The items will be returned to you immediately following the musical.  Thank you. 
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Classroom Donations
Thank you parents for donating wet wipes and snacks for the classroom!  We could use more snacks and wet wipes, anything you can give would be appreciated.  Please do not feel obligated to do so; I know this is an expensive time of year!

Holiday Party
We will be having a class party on Friday, December 17th in the afternoon.  If you would like to bring in a treat, please see the attached this page to sign up.  We will be wrapping gifts for some very special people at this time, so no parents allowed 
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Some of you may have heard the very exciting news that I am expecting my first child in May!  My husband, Ben, and I are more than thrilled for this!  A long-term substitute will be here to fill in for me while I am gone.  He/she will most likely teach from my due date until the end of the school year.
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Sign-Up
Please put a check next to each item you would like to bring and write your child’s name on the line provided.  Once these are collected, I will  make a list to send home to confirm what you are bringing.  We have 22 students.  Thank you 

Child’s Name ___________________________________________
We would like to bring:

_______ Plates

_______ Cups

_______ Napkins

_______ Sweet Treat 

_______ Salty snack

_______ Fruit or Veggies (please circle)

_______ Juice
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