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Important Announcements:
● January 17th: NO SCHOOL
● January 27th & 31st: Conferences
● Wednesday is our Environmental Science day.  If the wind chill is 15 or above, we will be going outside.  Please dress appropriately. 
● Scantron testing will begin this week and continue next week.  This is only for 2nd graders; please make sure they are getting enough rest at night! 


Math
2nd graders have started their unit on money this month.  This is such a fun concept to learn, as it is so applicable to the students and interesting for them to learn. It can, however, be a challenging concept to master.  Please help them by counting coins at home!  1st graders are focusing on telling time to the hour and half hour.  To help at home, use words such as before, after, morning, afternoon, evening, minute hand, hour hand, o’clock, A.M., P.M., and half past.  

Our next unit for 2nd grade will be telling time and reading thermometers.  1st grade will focus on skip counting and even and odd numbers.


Science and Social Studies
January is our solar system month! This is always a great unit; students are always excited to learn about the Sun, planets, and our Earth.  We will also be doing a research project on the solar system, look for more details on this next week!
We will be finishing our unit on maps this month as well.

Language Arts
The students have had fun learning about homonyms and homophones, now we have moved on to antonyms (opposites), then synonyms (words that mean the same)!
We will also begin learning about the “e” word families and beginning our Beautiful Blends books! Some examples of blends are sp, st, fl, gr, etc.  This is an important phonics concept to learn as your child is reading, help your child to find blends at home in their books. Remember to continue reading at home each night and record it in the reading log.

Character Education
Congratulations to Daniel Ornelas, he is our December Hero of Compassion.  Daniel is always willing to help other students, and teachers! He sets a good example for all of us, way to go Daniel!  
January’s character education theme is Good Judgment – choosing worthy goals and setting proper priorities.  Thinking through the consequences of actions, and basing decisions on good sense.  We will be learning about this quality all month.  Get Stage Fright is a great book to help teach this quality.  

Homework Chart
I know it may get a little confusing with some of the new homework coming home, below is a chart that will hopefully alleviate some confusion.  Please let me know if you have any questions.

	
	Goes Home
	Due

	Spelling tic-tac-toe
	Every Monday
	Every Friday

	Math
	Every Friday (beginning 1/8)
	Every Friday (following Friday)

	Reading Log
	Every night
	Everyday
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